
January 2006 Update 

Najc (pronounced Nates) on the left is our 
landlord’s son. Ty has invited him to many of the 
youth functions. His family would be considered 
nominal Catholics, like so many in Slovenia they 
only attend on special occasions. Pray that over 
time Najc will see a need for a relationship with 
our Lord.  

 

Standnik Family 
Last month we were invited to Milena & Janez 
Standnik’s  home in Šhofia Loka for St. Miklav� Day. If 
you can recall this was the lady that worked as the 
secretary at the car dealership where we purchased the 
van.  
 
Cultural note: On December 5th every year the Slovenes 
celebrate Sveti Miklav� or St Nicholas. He was active in 
the 3rd century as a bishop in Turkey. He helped people 
and often gave them food and small gifts. Today, around 
200 churches in Slovenia are dedicated to him. 
 
In Slovenia a feast on St Nicholas’ eve is an old custom which includes the giving 
of presents to children. On the night of the 5th of December, St. Nicholas walks 
from house to house accompanied by two angels and several parkeljci (the devils 
accompanying St Nicholas). Good children get presents, while the naughty ones 
are given into the hands of the parkeljci. St Nicholas’ procession does not reach 

every house. This is why children on 
the evening of the 5th put out bowls or 
straw baskets filled with fruit and 
chocolate on windowsills in order to 
receive their presents. 
 
St Miklav� day is when children receive 
gifts. Christmas Day is NOT a big gift 
giving day for Slovenes. Few homes 
are decorated in a post communistic 
society. However, Pastor Drago said 
that with each passing year, the face of 
Slovenia is changing.  
 

We are so very thankful that the Standnik family opened their home to us on a 
special day in Slovenian culture.  



  
 
The Village 

Stojan  is a resident of our village (Preba� evo). We first 
met a few months ago when he took our daughter and 
other local kids to the Zoo. Stojan is an assistant 
professor at the University of Ljubljana and he speaks 
English very well. However, he has come over to our 
home on occasion for proofreading of his English 
documents. 
 
During the Christmas holiday our family spent an 
evening at Stojan’s home. He asked the usual 
questions: Why are we here? What is California like? 
What do you find different about our culture? Etc… We 

also discussed the value of a relationship with our Lord and that many in 
Slovenia live a life without Him.  
  
A few days later Stojan asked me if we could get together. He said, “I’ve gone to 
church all my life and I sometimes wonder what is the purpose.  Mike, why 
should I believe in God? Think about it and let’s get together.”  We have a dinner 
get-together on February 10th. Please pray that God would direct our words. 
    
 
Christmas with Grandma 
The Ricklick family had a wonderful visit from 
Lewetta Gilbert. The kids were very surprised 
(photo) because grandma had rescheduled and 
arrived a week earlier. We simply told them that we 
had to pick up her Christmas gifts at the Venice 
Airport. Now you may say we lied to our own 
children, we simply withheld evidence. 
 

This Christmas a new addition 
was added to our family. 
Lewetta and Deb Stauss gave 
our kids a guinea pig. The 
kids call him Mo (short for 
Mohawk). Isn’t he so cute! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Decorating our first tree in 
Slovenia  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
Our children 

were in the annual 
live nativity play in 
our village.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
When one travels in Italy…          
 
 One must have the gift of interpretation. 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Youth Group 
Last summers English camp has retained a number of students that regularly 
meet at Joel & Amy Woodard’s home. We assist the Woodard’s with various 
events. This week Joel announced that their will be a weekly Bible study for 
those who would like to come. Pray that these young men and women will have a 
desire to change from within.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Deborah the Teacher 
 

 
 
Language school takes a great deal 
of our time. Deborah and her servant 
heart have made our first year here a 
special blessing.  
 
Our children have done very well 
under her tutelage. In addition, the 
pastor’s wife Megi teaches them 
Slovene three days a week.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Prayer Requests  
 

·  Please pray each of the families mentioned will see something unique in the 
Ricklick Family as we continue to live a life pleasing to our Father. 

·  Pray that we will learn Slovene quickly so as to share the heart issues in their 
own language 

·  Pray for the beginning of a youth Bible study 
·  Pray for our upcoming dinner with Stojan and his family 

Matt 25:34-35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in. 

Blessings, 

Mike & Michelle 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       Grandpa’s Country Wisdom   

 Forgive your enemies. It messes with their  heads.  
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