
High School English Camp Update 
 
After a week in Bled (the lake just north of our town), we got to know 34 wonderful high 
school students from Kranj. Many had been at the camp that was held last year. The rest 
were first-timers there because they had been invited by friends! 
 
The first part of the week was packed with games and English 
classes and relationship building. Each of the American helpers 
really made an effort to reach out to the Slovene students. It was 
awesome to see how open the students were to the Americans. 
                    
 
AMAZING RACE DAY…  
By Thursday the classes had very much become “teams”. The “AMAZING RACE” was 

a game of clues, running, more clues, hitch-hiking, more 
clues, eating pizza, and even more clues that went all over 
the beautiful area of Bled! These teams were so excited and 
they each wanted to win. The cool thing is that because of 
your prayers, there were no injuries to either body or spirit. 
All the teams had great attitudes even at the end! 
 
 

NIGHTLY PROGRAMS…  
Each night we held a program that included songs in English and a talk from either Joel 
(our teammate) or Jay (one of the American team members). The theme this year was 
“Think Again”. We really wanted them to think again about their lives, friendships, 
relationships, and about their view of God. These men of 
God really got these kids thinking again. It was awesome to 
see the discussions that were going on each night after the 
talk was over. 
 
THE GOSPEL MESSAGE SHARED… 
On the last night something incredible happened. Joel 
shared the message of salvation. But he didn’t just share 
with words, he gave a concrete example of the “price” that was paid for each of our lives. 
Here is what happened… 
 
Joel had a bag of yummy candy (the kind all kids like). He asked Jay to come to the front. 
He told the kids that Jay wanted to give the kids a gift and that He and Jay had arranged 
payment for this gift. (Just a side note; Jay had injured his knee earlier in the day while 
playing soccer.) Joel called on the first student and asked “Do you want a sour candy?”. 
The student of course said “yes”. Jay did 5 push ups to pay for the candy. Joel did this 
about 7 times. The eighth time, one of the students said “no” thinking that he was giving 
Jay a break. Instead, Jay did the push ups anyway and Joel just set the candy to the side. 
Joel again asked some more students who quietly and a little hesitantly said “yes”. Jay 
continued paying 5 push ups for each piece of candy (even though he was starting to get 
tired and a little shaky); he would always get a thank you from the student and he would 
smile and say “no problem, you’re worth it”. One more time Joel asked a student and the 



student said “no”; this time something interesting happened. Many of the students in the 
room started urging the student to say “yes”! They said “Jay is going to do the push ups 
anyway, don’t make him do them for nothing!” I don’t think any of us were prepared for 
how powerful this visual was going to be and how much it was going to affect these 
students! 
 
That night Joel gave the students the opportunity to just sit up in the meeting room and 
talk to anyone about any questions they might have. He asked them to stay for 15 minutes 
and then gave them the freedom to leave. Most of the students stayed in that room for 
well over and hour. There were many crying and talking to the Christians in the room. 
There were some great conversations going on. Mike and I both were able to share a little 
bit of why we were so thankful for the gift of salvation! What a night! 
 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE…  
Camp ended on Saturday, but all of the students were invited to 
our church in Kranj for Sunday morning services. God blessed 
us with six of the students coming to church the next morning!! 
The really neat thing is that one of the girls made the comment 
that she would someday like to have an English Bible…so one 
of the Americans gave her theirs!  
 
CAMP WRAP UP… 
Monday was a day to hang out in Kranj with the students. There was lots of shopping and 
touring going on. A few of the students took the Americans home to meet their parents. 
That evening we had a camp party and every one of the students (minus three girls who 
were on the coast with family) came! We were so excited to see that these kids were so 

open to becoming 
part of a group! 

Please pray with us that the 
regulars would keep 
coming on Friday nights to 
Trdna Skala (our youth group) and that the new 
students would also feel free to come! 
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