
February 21, 2006 
 
Lunch 
 
On Sunday the Ricklick’s hosted a lunch for the Kostanjevec family. Stojan (the assistant 
professor you have been praying for), his wife Darja and boys Gošpar & Luka 

experienced sustenance unfamiliar to their own palate. What would 
gregarious Californians serve to their new Slovenian friends? Well, when 
you bite into one it sends your taste buds into an unbridled frenzy. The 
simple mention of them diverts the most disconcerting of days into a 

tranquil bliss. What is this special nutriment? …tacos of course! Thanks to family and 
friends, we have a supply of Lawry’s taco seasoning and Taco Bell sauce to make it a 
particularly piquant meal. 
 
Our neighbors enjoyed a new dish and we enjoyed their company. We spent the next few 
hours discussing politics, culture & family. Stojan shared his love for his father and the 
battle with cancer and his eventual death. Michelle shared briefly her journey through 
cancer and how God used it to bring the Ricklick family closer to Him.  
 
Ten Day War 
 
We learned more about their personal lives and hobbies. Darja enjoys making the 
beautiful lace and she will show Michelle how to make lace at a 
future date. We also listened to Stojan share his riveting story of 
when he was a young soldier in the Yugoslavian army. As an 
enlisted man in the army he was in a precarious position on the eve 
of Slovenia’s independence. He (the driver of an armored personal 
carrier) and his Croatian, Serbian and Bosnian comrades were 
protecting a military base in Slovenia. Slovenes knowing that he 
was one of their own yelled for him to come to their side. While 
one of his comrades told Stojan that he would shoot him in the back if he defected to the 
other side. WOW!  
 
Relationships 
 
We know that through your prayers we will continue cultivating relationships. We had 
hoped to continue our previous theological conversation but it just didn’t feel appropriate 
this day. We are here to live among and love our neighbors and we did not want to come 
across as having an agenda. These past few months the Lord has lead us to share at what 
appeared (to me) to be the most inopportune times. Ha! What do I know about God’s 
timing! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Ty and Hayden standing guard at the Kranj Museum 
 

 
 

Kranjs’ historic burial 
grounds below museum 

floor  
 
Burial site dates back to 
about 750AD! 
 
What cool history we have 
in our own backyard!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Prayer 
 

·  Please pray that we continue to build relationships and 
bring others into a loving relationship with our Lord. 

·  It has been a long cold winter and we Californians are 
SO ready for the spring thaw! To wear layers of clothing 
and remain indoors for longer periods of time has been 
an adjustment for us all. I must be forthright in sharing 
that each us have had bouts of depression, frustrations 
over language and missing the comforts of home. Please 
pray that God will carry us all through this season in our 
life. 



·  Pray that our financial reserve account will continue to increase. We still have a 
significant amount of expenses that have not been reimbursed due to a low 
reserve amount. 

·  Thank you for your prayers concerning the youth Bible study. Each week we had 
6-8 students attending. Pray that seeds will be planted and fruit to come. 

·  The Joel & Amy Woodard’s mission organization has assisted in funding the 
renovation of an upcoming student center. This center will be located in a busy 
storefront just below our church in Kranj. Pray that this center will be a great 
place for kids to hang out. May it be a beacon of hope for students in a dark city.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students helped with renovating the new youth center  
 
 
 
  Friday night Bible study 
 
 
Eph 1:18-19 
I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope 
to which he has called you, the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints, and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe. 
 
Blessings,  
 
Mike, Michelle, Ty, Tirzah, & Hayden  
 
          
  
 Grandpa’s Country Wisdom   

  
                 Don’t stand behind a coughing cow.  
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